
 
 

University Studies Component Form: Capstone Course
 
I. Rationale 
Please provide a rationale for the course which explains how the course being proposed fits into this component 
based on the component's description. For your convenience, the overall description and rationale for this component 
are included below. 
 

Overall Description and Rationale for Capstone Course 

Capstone courses are a means to help students attain a holistic, integrated recognition of the key facets of their 
education over the course of their university experience, particularly within the major. Such courses should also 
provide faculty with the means to assess how well students have progressed in relation to the UNCW Learning Goals 
and a subject area’s core learning outcomes. Assessment methods may include portfolios, creative projects, research 
papers, or monitored field work—virtually any large scale project that involves issues of the discipline and requires 
the student to bring multiple interrelated skills and knowledge to bear for its completion. Some practicum (student 
teaching) and internship experiences may fulfill both the Capstone and Explorations Beyond The Classroom 
requirements. 
 
 

Brief Statement of Rationale for Course's Inclusion as Capstone Course 
 
MUS 496, Senior Seminar in Music, is the capstone course required for students pursuing the Bachelor of Arts 
degree in music.  In this class, students must demonstrate an adequate mastery of musical knowledge and 
interrelated skills, achieved over the course of their university experience, to successfully complete a large-scale 
project.  Such projects may include major research papers, compositions, arrangements, scholarly editions of 
music, portfolios, creative presentations, or monitored fieldwork—virtually any large-scale music project that 
meets course standards and is approved by the instructor.  Required for the B.A. degree, MUS 496 is open to 
advanced students pursuing other music degree programs.  Students may repeat the course under a different 
subtitle. 
 
 

Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

Each course must address all of the Common Student Learning Outcomes for the component, and list these Common 
SLOs along with course-specific SLOs in the model course syllabus (to be attached). For each Common SLO, list the 
course SLOs that address the common SLO, describe the opportunities which will be provided for students to learn 
the outcome (readings, class discussion and/or activities, applied projects), and list the means of assessment (exams, 
papers, projects, quizzes, etc.) that will be used to determine the level of student understanding. 
 
 
CAP 1.  Students will integrate key facets of their education over the course of their university experience. 
 
 

Course SLO(s) to Address CAP1  
 

In Music 496 Senior Seminar in Music, the capstone course for the B.A. degree, students will  demonstrate an 
adequate mastery of musical knowledge and interrelated skills, achieved over the course of their university 
experience, to successfully complete a large-scale project.  

 
   

Opportunities for Student Learning 
(reading, researching, discussing, listening, viewing, etc.) 

 
The most significant learning experience for students in Senior Seminar is accomplished by using and adding to 



the musical knowledge and skills achieved over their university experience in order to successfully complete 
their projects/papers.  Also, students give oral presentations weekly on their projects/papers and participate in 
discussions of other students' projects or papers.  Every project represents not only a significant learning 
experience for each student directly involved, but for the entire class as well. 

 
 
  
 

Means of Assessing Course SLO(s) 
(exams, papers, projects, quizzes, etc.) 

 
Guidelines for the final grade for the course include:  the value and quality of the project/paper; oral reports and/
or writing and reading requirements; required library and/or lab hours; meetings with instructor/s; participation 
in class; and the final oral presentation at the designated final exam time.  Grades will be determined by Dr. 
Martin in consultation with other professors who may have advised the students.
 
  
 
 
 
 
Submission instructions: 
Please submit cover form, all component forms, a model syllabus, and College/School’s course action form (if 
needed) to your department chair. Department chairs should then submit these forms, syllabus, and course 
action form (if needed) in one email message to universitystudies@uncw.edu from their UNCW email address. 

mailto:universitystudies@uncw.edu

